
Note: Countries with multiple gateway languages only display new
ones not used elsewhere. Lists of gateway languages in world areas only 
include gateway languages for which that world area is considered the 
primary. Note also that, due to their different characteristics, Sign Languages 
are not covered in this strategy.
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A gateway language is a language of wider 
communication through which second-language 
speakers of that language can gain access to content 
and translate it into their own language. 

The gateway languages at the world level comprise
the smallest number of languages through which content can 
be delivered to every other language, via translation by 
bilingual speakers.
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World Gateway Languages

South Asia: 14

Asia: 10

Pacific: 4

Eurasia: 7

Americas: 3

The Gateway Languages Strategy

Africa: 6

At the country level, the gateway languages of a given country are 
the fewest languages of wider communication required for bilingual 
speakers in every minority language native to the country (not 
located there due to immigration) to gain access to content.

The strategy of the unfoldingWord project is to “push” Biblical content, 
exegetical materials, training resources, and technology tools as rapidly 
as possible into every gateway language of the world, with the goal of 
enabling the Church in every people group to “pull” it from a language 
they understand, into their own language that they understand fully.
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⬤ Amharic (am)
⬤ Fulfulde (ff)
⬤ French (fr)
⬤ Hausa (ha)
⬤ Malagasy Plateau (plt)
⬤ Swahili (sw)

⬤ Arabic (ar)
⬤ Hungarian (hu)
⬤ Pashto (ps)
⬤ Persian (fa)
⬤ Russian (ru)
⬤ Serbo-Croatian 
(scr)
⬤ Urdu (ur)

⬤ Bislama (bi)
⬤ Indonesian (id)
⬤ Papuan Malay (pmy)
⬤ Tok Pisin (tpi)

⬤ English (en)
⬤ Portuguese (pt-BR)
⬤ Spanish (es-419)

⬤ Assamese (as)
⬤ Bengali (bn)
⬤ Gujarati (gu)
⬤ Hindi (hi)
⬤ Kannada (kn)
⬤ Malayalam (ml)
⬤ Marathi (mr)
⬤ Nagamese (nag)
⬤ Nepali (ne)
⬤ Oriya (or)
⬤ Punjabi (pa)
⬤ Tamil (ta)
⬤ Telugu (te)
⬤ Urdu (ur-Deva)

⬤ Burmese (my)
⬤ Cebuano (ceb)
⬤ Ilocano (ilo)
⬤ Khmer (kh)
⬤ Laotian (lo)
⬤ Malaysian (ms)
⬤ Mandarin (zh)
⬤ Tagalog (tl)
⬤ Thai (th)
⬤ Vietnamese (vi)



Six World Regions

South Asia: 14

Asia: 10

Pacific: 4

Americas: 3

Eurasia: 7

Africa: 6


